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The Church in Rome in the First Century : An Examination of 
Various Controverted Questions Relating to Its History, 
Chronology, Literature and Traditions. By George Edmund- 
son, M.T. New York : Longmans, Green, & Co. $2.50 net. 

Mr. Edmundson's book is quite different in plan and method 
from the usual Bampton Lectures, which have some one point 
to establish and elucidate that gives them simpleness of aim and 
purpose. In his lectures, however, we have a series of studies, 
freshly undertaken, touching the Jews at Rome and St. Paul's 
relation to the Church there ; the date and authorship of the 
book of the Acts, and the Roman episcopate of St. Peter 
(this last at considerable length) ; an analysis of the origin of the 
Neronean persecution of Christians ; the martyrdom of St. Peter 
and St. Paul ; the organization, history, and ministry in the early 
Church at Rome ; the growth of the monarchical episcopate ; 
not to mention other points of interest in this connection. The 
author has gone anew into the many questions of debate, and 
his conclusions, as well as the arguments by which they are 
supported, must command the attention of historical scholars. 
He has evidently read widely in the literature dealing with the 
subject of his studies and lectures, not neglecting the extant 
discriptions of that period. He has also evidently studied with 
care the original sources, and has given more weight to early 
traditions than perhaps some other modern historical students 
have done. Though not exactly easy reading, owing to a certain 
lack of clear arrangement, Mr. Edmundson's lectures should be 
consulted by those who are investigating the beginning of 
Christianity at Rome. H. R. G. 

A Source Book for Ancient Church History from the Apostolic 
Age to the Close of the Conciliar Period. By Joseph Cullen 
Ayer, Jr., Ph.D., Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the Divinity 
School of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Philadelphia. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 8vo., 730 pp. $3.00 net. 

Nothing could be more trite than to say that Dr. Ayer's 
Source Book for Ancient Church History "fills a long-felt 
want." Put all your energy into the realization of the meaning 
of this trite phrase, however, and you will be none too en- 
thusiastic over the splendid accomplishment of a most necessary 
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piece of work. Dr. Ayer's long experience as Professor of 
Church History at the Cambridge and Philadelphia Divinity 
Schools together with his training and known scholarship have 
fitted him admirably for the compilation and arrangement of 
this large octavo of seven hundred and thirty pages. The 
chronological analysis and grouping of topics adopted by Dr. 
Ayer follows the best German models, and will be a great aid to 
the students into whose hand his book will be placed. The 
whole series of quotations is bound together into unity by com- 
pact introductions and analyses prefixed to the several divisions, 
chapters, and sections. So admirably is the material thus knit 
together that Dr. Ayer's book may well fascinate not only the 
student of church history, for whom it is primarily intended, 
but even the casual reader who is so fortunate as to pick it up 
and to delve here and there into its treasures. 

To the teacher of church history Dr. Ayer's Source Book 
will be a welcome friend. To be able to have at hand so 
excellent and so well translated a selection of original material 
to illustrate the first eight centuries of church history will be a 
boon indeed. 

Dr. Ayer writes withal so modestly of his achievements in his 
preface, and evinces so candid and impartial a spirit in his own 
comments and criticisms of persons and events ecclesiastical, 
that his book must at once enter into a well-deserved inheritance 
of use and usefulness, not only in theological seminaries, but in 
those universities where the history of the Christian Church is 
not neglected in connection with other courses in history. 

H. R. G. 

The World's Redemption. By C. E. Rolt. New York: Longmans, 
Green, & Co. $2.25 net. 

In the publishers' announcement of this book it is described 
as "a serious attempt to set forth some of the fundamental 
articles of the Christian Creed in relation to modern scientific 
thought, the main idea being the inadequacy of the current con- 
ceptions of omnipotence and omniscience and the complete 
sufficiency of the belief that God is love." The chief topics 
treated are: "The Omnipotence of God," "Chance and Design," 



